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AQUAPONIC OPERATION GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES (GAP) 
 
Purpose 
 
This document provides requirements for aquaponic operations to be eligible to be audited under 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) GAP audit program.  Aquaponic operations may only 
be audited utilizing the USDA Harmonized Produce GAP audit or the USDA Harmonized GAP 
Plus+ audit.  Information on both audit services can be found on the USDA website at: 
www.ams.usda.gov/gapghp. 
 
Requirements for Aquaponic Operations 
 
USDA audits will be available to aquaponic operations that meet the following criteria:   
 
• Plants may not be housed in the same tank as fish. 

 
• Water that moves between tanks where fish are housed and locations where plants are 

grown must be filtered, at a minimum, to remove solids from the water. 
 
• Water that moves between crop growing locations and fish tanks and is likely to contact the 

edible portion of the crop, must undergo a water sanitation method (e.g., ultraviolet light, 
chlorination, or ozonation). 

 
• Water must undergo routine testing at least monthly. Water samples should be taken from 

the water distribution system after the fish tanks and water sanitation method. 
 
• If root systems are packaged with the crop, water used to grow the crop must have no 

detectable generic Escherichia coli (E.coli) in 100 milliliters (mL). 
 
• The operation has instituted standard operating procedures (SOPs) to prevent cross-

contamination from fish areas to crop production areas. The SOPs must address:  
 

o The segregation or sanitizing of tools and equipment used for crop activities and 
fish activities. 
 

o How employees prevent cross contamination by employees, which may include 
different employees working with fish and crops, handwashing/sanitation 
instructions between fish and crop activities, and protective clothing requirements. 
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o How to prevent edible portion of the crop from contacting water during harvest. 
 

• Operations will be asked to submit copies of their food safety plan and a description of 
their operation. USDA may ask for additional information based on the information 
provided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“SCI moving forward in the 21st Century using technology, innovation, and old fashioned hard work” 
 
 
Non-Discrimination Policy:  In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible 
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and 
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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